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A representative of the Josephine S. Gumbiner Foundation stopped by for a 

short peek on Wednesday, October 26, 2011. The visit was not a full pro-

gram or organization observation, but rather an impromptu  walk-through. 

The purpose was to get a glimpse of what our organization does for the 

youth after school. The meeting was a success, and Ms. Meenan,  Executive 
Director, ñhad a lot of funò meeting the dancers. We will see what the grant 

season has in store for LPDA in the future, but for now, concentration con-

tinues to be placed on getting the dancers performance-ready for January.   

¶ LPDA Gets Under Way!  

¶ JSGF Walk-Through Update. 

¶ Special THANK YOUôs!! LPDA 

Receives Donations and Support 

from TARGET, American Eagle 

Car Rental, and SMC Dance 

Dept. 
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¶ Dancers Invited to Eli & Edyth 

Broad Stage 2nd Year In a Row! 
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¶ Dancers Take Part In Workshop 

and see live performance of 

ñHAIRSPRAY,ò Thanks to Musi-

cal Theater Westôs Educational 

Outreach Program.  
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¶ Coming Up: November/

December 2011 LPDA Calendar 

Of Events. 
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JSGF Walkthrough Update. 

The second year of the Leah Prunty Dance Arts After School Performing Arts Program has 

begun! This year is extremely exciting in many ways. A new cast of dancers, new guest artist 

collaborations, new and exciting field trips and new educational curriculum. The dancers have 

wasted no time diving right in. They have been displaying tremendous heart, hard work and 

determination. If you'd like to get involved, drop us a line!  

 

LPDA Gets Under Way!  

LPDA Receives Donations and 

Support from TARGET, Ameri-

can Eagle Car Rental, and SMC 

Dance Department. 

 
Local Signal Hill, CA TARGET Store gra-

ciously donated a $50 Gift Card to LPDA to 

support the LPDA Healthy Habits Program. 
The overall health and well being of these 

dancers is a vital point in our curriculum. 

The children were so very thankful for the 

healthy foods purchased, and so is LPDA. A 

very Special Thank You goes to Jodee Colli-

er, Store Team Leader and Megan Black-

shire, Human Resources. Thank You! 

American Eagle Car Rental in Costa Mesa, 

CA generously donated a 15-passenger van 

for the safe travel to the Eli and Edyth Broad 

Stage in Santa Monica, CA on November 6, 
2011. A very special thank you goes to Sam, 

the Manager of the establishment. Thank 

You! The SMC Dance Department does it 

again, by inviting our eager dancers to see 

SYNAPSE Dance Theater for the second 

year in a row. Admission tickets were donat-

ed so that the dancers could see the show for 

free, and a complete backstage tour was giv-

en. For the whole exciting story, continue on 

to page 2. Special thank you goes to Roberta 

Wolin-Tupas, Co-Director for SYNAPSE 
and Madeline Burke for orchestrating the 

event, again. THANK YOU SO MUCH!!  
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LPDA Dancers Invited to Eli & Edyth Broad 

Stage for the 2nd Year In a Row! 

The crew of the Santa Monica College Dance Department and the Broad Stage 

were very excited to have the dancers from Stephens Middle School back again to 

enjoy the  theater experience. For the second year in a row, these students were 

taken on a special back stage tour of this state of the art theater and got to play in 

the high tech gadgetry that makes a professional show possible. Afterward, the 

dancers enjoyed an evening of professional and phenomenal 

dance performed by the renowned SYNAPSE Dance Theater En-

semble. The eclectic mix of dance styles, moods, ideas and 

themes left these young dancers awe inspired. ñSeeing that makes 

me want to dance for the rest of my life,ò exclaimed Jayiliah 
Lilly, one of the 8th grade LPDA Dancers. ñThe architecture is so 

beautiful,ò commented Madielaine Echon, a 7th grade dancer.  

Many of these children have never been inside of an actual pro-

fessional theater. For young Yesenia Mota,  she had never set foot 

near one before. ñI feel like exploring!ò she enthusiastically ex-

claimed.  The dancers were given hands on experience in the 

sound booth, and the light booth, where they learned about the 

names and purposes of each mechanism that creates a mood for 

the artist on stage; whether it be for a dance, music or acting per-

formance. Mrs. Prunty mentioned to the tour guide how our pro-

gram combines geometry and trigonometry with different styles 

of dance. Our guide Sean, was more than thrilled to share with the 
dancers that there is plenty of geometry and trigonometry used in 

hanging and angling lighting and measuring stage dimensions for 

props and sets. Last but not least, they learned about the system of 

weights and pulleys that fly the wings and booms on and off 

stage. This wonderful field trip is just one of the ways that LPDA 

exposes these deserving students to the world of professional art-

istry, while providing educational and career-specific experiences 

that prepare them for the world beyond graduation.  It  is also an 

excellent way to connect classroom concepts with real-world 

applications.  

See the entire 

trip on our 

You Tube 

Channel!  

http://www.youtube.com/user/princessleah222?feature=mhee
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LPDA has been reviewed on GreatNonprofits.org and 

shares organizational data on GuideStar.org. Great Non-

profits is a wonderful place to discover organizations doing 

great work and write a review about them.  

Guidestar.org is a database for donors, philanthropists and 

professionals to view non profit data and make vital deci-

sions about financial giving to deserving causes. Visit to-

day, and check us out!  

Simply hold the ñCtrlò key on your keyboard. Then, click! 

If you desire to write a review, just click the orange ñwrite 

a reviewò button. LPDA thanks you all for your time and 

support!  
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LPDA Dancers Take Part In Work-

shop and See Live Performance of  

òHairspray,ó Thanks to Musical The-

ater Westõs Educational Outreach 

Program.  
The dancers got a treat and a dose of history when they took part in a work-

shop from Musical Theater West. Ms. Sari Poll leads the Education Out-

reach Program and a free 45 minute workshop briefly explaining and show-

ing what the student would see on the stage was included. Hairspray, an 

ethnically and racially charged story that took place in Baltimore, MD in 
the 1940ôs-1960ôs deals with the issue of integration and discrimination. It 

was tense for the dancers to listen to, even though they understand that this 

was a factual part of American history. However, they became more aware 

that some of the issues of race still exist today and have a greater apprecia-

tion for who they are, the racial struggles of the past as well as the people 

around them today. Ms. Poll led the dancers in a short dance lesson on 

dances done in that bygone era, and the girls really got down!  

After the workshop, the students traveled to the Richard and Karen Carpenter 

Performing Arts Center on November 10, 2011 to see the performance. The 

dancers thoroughly enjoyed themselves! The actors performed with great and 

fantastic energy, enthusiasm and technical prowess. There was beautiful and 

passionate singing, dancing with precision technique, and fun dialogue. The 
musical depicted true typical high school adolescent antics. Overall the show 

was a fun time. This experience aligns in ways to LPDAôs programming in 

that it provides historic learning along with the arts. It would be wonderful to 

collaborate with Musical Theater West again in the future.  

http://greatnonprofits.org/organizations/reviews/leah-prunty-dance-arts
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