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Keeping Arts In Schools And Helping To Create Brighter Futures,  

One Community At A Time. 
 

OUR MISSION 

LPDA will Work diligently with schools, 

districts, and county officials in an effort to build 

and sustain well rounded, educated, self-

sufficient and artistic young people, while 

maintaining integrity and honesty. We will 

continuously strive to be the best facilitator of 

expressive community advocacy and mentorship 

through the culmination of training, intelligence, 

creativity, professionalism and harmony with 

mankind, by breaking the monotony of the 

mainstream mediaôs view of dance and 

entertainment with innovative mediums and 

ideas. LPDA will focus on revitalizing 

communities by taking the time to nurture each 

student, and by providing the tools and resources 

for students to hone their craft to the best of his 

or her ability. LPDA works diligently to prosper 

through fair treatment among employees, 

volunteers and constituents, as well as form 

positive relationships with organizations and 

corporations. 

 

 

OUR VISION 

¶ Instilling positive values and invaluable life 

skills. 

¶ Encouraging and fostering natural talents. 

¶ Imparting and sharing individual and 

chronicled dance history. 

¶ Bridging gaps between the pioneers of dance 

and new age, innovative dance styles if the 

current era. 

 

¶ Building career competencies as well as 

marketing and business knowledge in the field of 

dance. 

¶ Teaching dance discipline with an air of 

integrity, inspiration and FUN!!  

 

OUR VALUES 

LPDA will always remain responsible to the 

community in which its program is run. More than 

merely providing jobs as an employer, LPDA 

brings opportunity by helping to create an 

intelligent future work force. We seek to be an 

organization that the community can rely on 

through upholding high ethical standards of 

curriculum and professional artistic and 

educational delivery. Our program builds upon the 

strengths and determination of focused students 

who are passionate about changing the world they 

live in for the better. We help them by offering the 

tools necessary to make a difference through 

resources provided by our constituents and partner 

organizations. LPDA encourages students to be 

mindful of responsible practices such as recycling, 

reducing our ñcarbon foot printò through 

demonstrations of energy-saving activities, and 

service learning projects. LPDA helps students and 

the community to remain humane toward those 

less fortunate by collaborating with foster and 

homeless shelters to spend time caring for others. 

LPDA extends its core values to its business 

partners and employees. All persons and/or entities 

we deal with must share many or all of the same 

core values in order to produce an ethical and 

responsible cohesive partnership. 
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Leah D. Prunty - 

C.E.O./Founder/Artistic Director  ¼ 

Matthew L. Prunty - Chief 

Financial Officer                     ¼ 

Vernon P. Crayton  

Secretary/Treasurer             ¼ 

Ivy Arashiro - Chief Operations 

Officer                                            ¼ 

Nellie Gomez - Chief Outreach 

Manager                                  ¼      

 

 

Leah Prunty Dance Arts FY10 Board Of Directors 

OUR BRIEF HISTORY J  
 

Leah Prunty Dance Arts (LPDA) started with a dream in 2001 when the C.E.O., Mrs. Prunty, was a high school 

student and a member of a professional high school dance company in Portland, Oregon called the Jefferson 

Dancers. She was blessed with the opportunity to participate in multiple styles of dance, and to travel and perform 

at grand venues up and down the West Coast. She wanted to be able to share her experience with all youth who 

wished to have the same opportunity, as soon as she was able. The Leah Prunty Dance Arts Non-Profit Youth Dance 

Organization was officially founded on August 6, 2009. Mrs. Prunty's passion was driven most urgently by the fact 

that vast amounts of funding has been cut out of the budgets for arts programs at public schools in Southern 

California that benefit the whole learning of the child. Thus, LPDA seeks to be a formidable bridge to help remedy 

this problem, keeping the arts and schools together in harmony. LPDA also stands firm in helping to reverse the 

drop-out rate among teens, and reduce adolescent obesity. Adding much needed jobs to communities we serve is 

also a top priority. Armed with her Graduate Degree in Business Administration , she plans to do everything 

possible so that this positive model will prevail, and the youth will continuously have exposure to the arts alongside 

their academic studies. Mrs. Prunty earned her Bachelor's degree in Dance from California State University, Long 

Beach, and has been dancing since the age of 5. She's been teaching and choreographing dance performances for 

students ages 3-45 and beyond since the age of 14. Now trained in 7 different technical dance styles, her experience 

has culminated into the belief that "discipline, hard work, integrity and honesty together with creativity, 

inspiration, artistic expression and passion, are the ingredients that, if mixed well, will create the most well-

rounded, intuitive, savvy, intelligent and prosperous generation of young people the world has yet to see.ò 
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Fiscal Year 2010 Major Accomplishments 
 

LEAH PRUNTY DANCE AR TS PRESENTS: 

1ST LPDA SUMMER OPEN AIR  CONCERT  

Our organization officially became a recognized and approved 

501(c) (3) tax-exempt charity on March 18, 2010. Following this 

triumph, we successfully engaged the community with a fun and 

inspiring fundraising event. LPDA was awarded a $1000 cost-

reimbursement grant from the Los Angeles Urban League, which 

paid for the proceedings. The event was held on June 12, 2010 at 

the Cesar E. Chavez Park Amphitheater, in Long Beach, CA. 

Sunny weather, great music, food and fun abounded. Special 

guest musical artists such as Thy Squid and Laros lined the event 

with positive tunes that the neighborhood enjoyed. Dance artist 

Jennifer Bulger danced a beautiful Modern dance solo, and Mrs. 

Prunty gave a ripping, rhythmic Tap dance solo. Both were 

received with high and excited applause. Mrs. Prunty also taught 

a Hip-Hip dance lesson that was to be a sneak peek of the 

curriculum to be taught in the fall as part of the LPDA After 

School Performing Arts Program. Members of the Los Angeles 

Urban League committee stepped in to participate, and the 

afternoon went just as planned. Though the event played to a 

small, humble audience, everyone involved had a great time, and 

said they would take part again if LPDA came back to the park.  
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LPDA BEGINS TEACHING  AFTER 

SCHOOL PROGRAM IN LOCAL LON G 

BEACH, CA MIDDLE SCH OOL 

 
 
In the Fall of 2010, LPDA finally  embarked on the journey destined for it. The 

LPDA After School Performing Arts Program was birthed into its very first 

school. Stephens Middle School in Long Beach, CA welcomed LPDA with 

open arms. Students eagerly awaited the chance to learn dance, and be part of 

something bigger, to inspire them and guide them into opportunities for their 

future. This school, offering to be a ñhost-schoolò became the first to offer this 

unique program. The academic year began with auditions, followed with a 

New Dancer Orientation. Shortly after classes began, and the students soon 

found themselves in a world of dance technique, artistry, performance etiquette 

and more. These dancers, each bringing to the table their own unique style, 

brought light and life to this program and LPDA eagerly awaits the next year of 

fun and artistry.  
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LPDA RECEIVES IN -KIND AND 

MONET ARY DONATION SUPPORT 

FROM LOCAL  AND NEIGHBORING LA  

COUNTY BUSINESSES 
 
Another first for the budding nonprofit was the securing of 

monetary and in-kind donations from reputable businesses. 
Companies such as Target, Gymboree Play & Music and Discount 

Dance Supply not only listened to the urgency of the need for funds 

to support the youth, but they took action. Target donated $100 to 
be given away as a prize at the LPDA Best Dancing Baby Contest 

fund raising event scheduled for later that year. Gymboree Play & 

Music did the same with their donation of $130 worth of toys and a 

Gift Certificate. Discount Dance Supply gladly and graciously 
donated $50 and costume pieces for the studentsô upcoming 

December performance. Dannyôs Warehouse in Los Angeles, CA 

also helped with $50 for costumes. The Avis Budget Group 
supplied transportation to the dancerôs first field trip to The Broad 

Stage in Santa Monica, CA totaling nearly $400. Santa Monica 

College generously donated tickets to their seasonal SYNAPSE 
Dance Theater presentation, which totaled $200, so the students 

could be exposed to live artistic work in the dance world. Stater 

Brothers in Long Beach, CA donated a $25 gift card for food items 

to be served at the LPDA Summer Open Air Concert. LPDA 
partnered briefly with MissionFish, which works through Ebay 

Giving Works. We raised nearly $60 through patrons who wished 

to donate a portion of their sales on Ebay to our organization. 
Lastly, Ralphs Supermarket partnered with us in their Community 

Contributions Program. Many, many thanks go out to all of these 

kind donors and businesses who took the time to listen, and felt 

moved to contribute to our cause. Thank you.  

DANCERS GIVE THEIR FIRST 

PERFORMANCE 
The LPDA Dancers hit the stage for the first time on 

December 9, 2010. At The Stephens Middle School 

Auditorium, they gave 3 back to back performances for the 

entire school in the morning. Later that evening they 

performed for family members, friends and colleagues. It was 

an experience that gave the dancers an uplifted and 

overwhelming feeling of joy and accomplishment. Though a 

bit nervous, and shy, they did their best and made the dances 

they had learned, their own. (Performance photos shown 

previously on Page 4.) 

Fiscal Year 2010 Major Accomplishments 
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(Dannyôs Warehouse, Los Angeles, CA) 

 

 
(Discount Dance Supply, Anaheim, CA.) 

 

 



All Sources of Earned, Contributed and  
In -Kind Income  

2010  

Donation Source                    Donation and Valued Amount  

 
Cost -Reimbursement Project Grant. Value: $1,000.00  

LPDA Summer Open 
Air Concert  

Donation Admission. Funds Earned: $170.00  

 

 
 

SUV Vehicle Rental.  
Estimated Value: $400.00  

 
 

Complimentary Admission Tickets to the Broad Stage.  
Value: $200.00  

 

Gift Certificate,  

Gymbo The Clown Hand Puppet, and  
Bubble Oodles Set.  

Value: $129.11  

 

Gift Card.  
Value: $100.00  

 
 

Gift Certificate.  
Value: $50.00  

 

�'�D�Q�Q�\�²�V���:�D�U�H�K�R�X�V�H 
Gift Certificate.  
Value: $50.00  

 

Community Partnership Program.  
Funds earned: $55.74  

 

Community Partnership Program. Funds Earned: $0.67  

 

Gift Card.  
Value: 25.00  

Total Funds Earned:  $2180.52  
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